
Y
EA

RS OF EXCELLEN
C

E

COLONIAL LEGACIES
IN PUBLIC LAW
Histories, Theories, Pitfalls And Potentials

24-26 February 2025

BML Munjal University, Haryana, India is happy to announce a Masterclass with Professor Philipp Dann that 
will take place on 24-26 February 2025.

The legacies of empire and colonialism are intensely debated these days. They shape various debates in public law but also 
indicate a new phase of globalization. The Masterclass will study these legacies and discuss their various dimensions and 
implications in comparative constitutional, public international, and European Union law. The Class will draw on history 
and political theory, especially post-/decolonial theories to contextualize public law. It will use examples (such as the 
concept of development and democracy) to understand how empire and colonialism have shaped comparative and 
domestic constitutional and international Union law and their scholarly reflection over time. But it will also turn to the 
future and ask participants to explore the potentials (and pitfalls) for re-imagining public law and its scholarship in the 21st 
century through the colonial lens. The Class is an invitation to rethink public law and the role of legal scholarship in a truly 
global way mindful of the broader legacies of modernity and colonialism. 

Session 1: Comparative Constitutional Law, the Southern Turn and Reflexive Globalization – 
argument and framing
 
On the first day, the general theme of the class will be introduced and a framework of analysis established. This includes a 
basic engagement with colonial history and postcolonial thought as well as a reflection on the attention of public law 
scholarship to these dimensions so far. The class will discuss the overarching argument that a ‘Southern Turn’ and an 
understanding of colonial legacies provide a foundation to rethink the conceptual vocabulary of public law in the 21st 
century. Comparative constitutional law is a paramount area for such reflexive rethinking of public law theory. 

Session 2: International law and the concept of development
 
The second day and session II will turn to international law, the scholarship of which was the first to engage with colonial 
legacies. The class will situate and discuss Third World Approaches to International Law (TWAIL). It will then engage in 
particular with the concept of development as the central paradigm to structure South-North relations in the 20th century 
and study its implications for international institutional, economic and human rights law in shaping international law up 
until today.



Session 3: Constitutional thought in reflexive globalization: examples of temporality and 
democracy
In session three, the class will return to the initial argument that basic notions and the conceptual vocabulary of public law 
are in (and need) a process of reflexive rethinking in order to grasp and structure the realities of public authority in the 
multipolar world of the 21st century. The class will turn to two examples that will demonstrate this process and the possible 
outcomes of such reflexive rethinking. One is the perspective of time and temporality that allows us to highlight distinct 
elements of public law; the other example is democracy, a universally used notion, which still rests on conceptual 
considerations arising from 19th and early 20th century Europe even though it has travelled long ago.

Format 
The Class will be text- and discussion-oriented, based on a reader comprising texts by Professor Dann and other eminent 
works in the field. It will unfold through four sessions of 3 hours each. 
Each session will be composed of three elements: An introductory lecture by Professor Dann on the theme; discussions 
among smaller groups on the lecture and the assigned readings guided by an open set of questions; and a plenary discussion 
on the theme with Professor Dann. 

Application process
Apply by 1, January 2025 – by filling up the form at https://forms.gle/xpDTJYzgqHTyi38i9 and outlining your 
particular interest in the theme of the class.  
For any queries, you can reach out to us at mc.sol@bmu.edu.in  
Selection will be made by 15, January 2025.

Session 4: Colonial legacies in South Asian constitutionalism 
The final session will turn to the legacies of empire and colonialism in South Asia and especially in the constitutional law 
and thought here. Against the background of the previous sessions, it will discuss the distinct constellations and legacies of 
colonialism especially in India but also in other South Asian jurisdictions and the way these legacies have been studied and 
responded to over the decades. The discussions of the previous days will allow us to understand these developments in their 
own right but also in comparison to similar experiences, for example, in South Africa. 

Philipp Dann is a Professor at Humboldt University Berlin, where he holds 
the Chair in Public and Comparative Law. His research focuses on the role of 
law in the encounter and entanglement between South and North – in 
international, comparative and European law, in legal theory and legal history. 
He has published three monographs, ten edited volumes, and is the 
editor-in-chief of the quarterly journal “World Comparative Law”. He is a 
co-founder of the ‘Law and Development Research Network’, a co-chair of the 
ICON chapter Germany and a principal investigator at research clusters 
‘Contestations of the Liberal Script’ and ‘Varieties of Constitutionalism’. He 
has advised governments and other parties on constitutional matters and 
questions of law and development. 
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